
 

 

Citizen of the Month  

Award Winners 

Congratulations to our 

Citizen of the Month 

Award Winners for the 

month of September.   
 

KINDERGARTEN 

Emma Kamerman 

Mateo Preston 

Angelyne Munoz 

Ezra Le 

Allison Hufnagel 
 

1ST GRADE 

Edwin Iraheta-Clemente 

Ethan Rasinski 

Katie Helge 

Brogan Johanson 

Shane Syahril Azar 
 

2ND GRADE 

Kyle Pinto 

Connor Pinto 

Kaely Godard 

Melanie Acevedo 

Cooper Le 
 

3RD GRADE 

Natalia Calderon 

Skylar Preston 

Claire Cignetti 

Sydney Shumway 

Will Layton 
 

4TH GRADE 

Catherine McKinley 

Ella Sran 

Allison Gardner 

Jazmin Sanchez-Hernandez 

Amanda DeJarnette 

 

5TH GRADE 

Abby Casdin 

Karis Gordon 

Emily Rapps 

Fiza Fateh 

Avery Jacobson 
 

Other Guidance News 

Many exciting things have 

been happening this month 

in the School Counseling 

Department.  Please ask 

your child to share with you 

what they have learned in 

classroom guidance.   Some 

of the topics we have been 

discussing include the fol-

lowing: 

In kindergarten we have 

had a great time learning 

about being a respectful 

listener.  We have also been 

discussing our differences 

and what makes each of us 

unique.    

In first grade we have 

been learning about feelings 

and what different facial 

expressions and body lan-

guage might indicate about 

someone’s feelings. We 

have also been learning 

about Whole Body Listen-

ing.  Our next lessons will 

be on friendship. 

In second grade, we have 

been discussing friendship.  

Our next lessons will be on 

Respecting Differences. 

In third grade, we have 

been discussing how we are 

all special and unique. Stu-

dents interviewed class-

mates on different topics 

highlighting how we are all 

special and important in our 

own way. The next lessons 

in Third Grade will be fo-

cusing on Bullying.  

In fourth grade, we have 

been learning about re-

spect.  Students learned 

that it is your actions that 

count and that you have to 

show respect in what you 

say, do and how you act and 

behave.  Our next lessons 

will focus on the Power of 

Words. 

In fifth grade, we have 

been learning about good 

study skills and work hab-

its. We also have been 

learning about stress.  Ask 

your child about the Stress

-Less Bingo game and posi-

tive strategies to deal with 

stress.  Our next lessons 

will be on Respect. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Guidance 
Mrs. Croft and Ms. Wilson 

The Latest and Greatest from the Teams That Support Our Scholars and our Teachers 

 

 

Thank you Cedar 

Lane Families for the 

overwhelming amount 

of food items you 

sent in to benefit our 

local food pantries 

and Backpack  

Coalition Program. 

Our October food 

collection was a huge  

success! We truly 

appreciate your  

generosity!  We will 

be hosting another 

food drive from  

December 1st to  

December 12th.   

We will also be  

collecting new hats, 

scarves, mittens and 

gloves for our Annual 

Giving Tree.  These 

items will be donated 

to our local Head 

Start Program.  

Please send these 

items in between  

December 1st and 

December 18th, we 

will have a tree set 

up in the front  

lobby. 
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When Ms. Fear and I mention that 

we teach English to speakers of 

other languages, the first question 

we are asked is, “How many lan-

guages do you speak?”   When we 

answer, “We only speak English,” we 

are then asked, “How can you teach 

English when you don’t speak a stu-

dent’s language?”      
 

It’s important to understand that 

language is not “soaked up”.  The 

learner must understand the mes-

sage that is conveyed.   Our primary 

task is to ensure that the message 

is understood.  Comprehensible in-

put is a hypothesis first proposed 

by Stephen Krashen, an expert in 

second language acquisition.    He 

purports that ELLs acquire language 

by hearing and understanding mes-

sages that are slightly above their 

current English language level.   ELL 

teachers employ strategies that 

make the message comprehensible.  
  

Here in Loudoun County, ELL teach-

ers are trained in the SIOP method.  

SIOP (Sheltered Instruction Ob-

servation Protocol) is a scientifical-

ly validated model of instruction 

designed to make grade-level aca-

demic content understandable for 

English learners while at the same 

time developing their English lan-

guage.   How do we make that con-

tent understandable?  We use ges-

tures, body language, pictures, and 

objects to accompany speech.  We 

provide concrete and realistic mod-

els.   We allow students to express 

their understanding by drawing or 

pointing.  We provide repeated ex-

posures to words, concepts, and 

skills.  Repetition is critical!  We 

limit the amount of input.  Instruc-

tions are straight forward and given 

one at a time.   When students re-

spond, we allow ample wait time.   

We teach vocabulary before pre-

senting a lesson.  These techniques 

are critical for providing meaning-

ful, understandable lessons to stu-

dents learning English.    

 

loudoun.goalexandria.com/

researcher?site=ced#_   

User name and password infor-

mation for accessing MackinVia can 

be found in the front of student 

agendas.  
 

You can download ebooks and audio 

books to your mobile device if you 

have the MackinVia app.  How-to 

videos on downloading to your mo-

bile device can be found on the li-

brary web page at http://

www.loudoun.k12.va.us/Page/142830 

 

Library Lessons 

Our younger scholars have been 

learning about the parts of a book 

(front cover, back cover, title page, 

spine), and what authors and illus-

eBooks in the Library 
 

Did you know that you can download 

ebooks from the Cedar Lane li-

brary?  And audio books too?   
 

Our collection of 149 ebooks and 20 

audio books includes classic titles 

like Anne of Green Gables, A Little 
Princess, and Black Beautry.  We 

also have numerous modern favor-

ites such as Batter Up! by Jake 

Maddox, biographies about popular 

sports fig-

ures, and 

even cook-

books. 
 

To access ebooks, click on the 

MackinVia icon  in our library cata-

log at https://

trators do.  They have also been 

learning about differences between 

fiction and nonfiction. 

Our older scholars have been work-

ing on dictionary skills.  They have 

been learning about guide words, 

entry words, and how to choose the 

best definition when there is more 

than one provided. 
 

Fifth graders have been learning 

how to create citations for books 

and database articles.  They are 

using an online citation generator 

called EasyBib (www.easybib.com). 
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ELL (English Language Learners) 
Ms. Fear and Mrs. Nowinski 

Mrs. Cieslak 



 

 

As the retail world is constantly 

reminding us, the holiday season is 

approaching.  Many of us are going 

to be looking for perfect gifts for 

our children and friends.  As read-

ing specialists, we heartily recom-

mend BOOKS!!  There are many 

places to find suggestions for this 

year’s best new books.  Amazon has 

a list of best children’s books for 

2014.  On the Cedar Lane website, 

our reading specialists’ page has 

links to some websites that share 

great literature.  One favorite is 

the Children’s Book Council 

(cbcbooks.org). 
 

While we would be happy with an all 

book holiday J our children might 

want some variety.  Games are  a 

great direction to go. Literacy in-

corporates reading, writing, listen-

ing, speaking and thinking.  Most 

games require children to use sev-

eral of those to successfully play.  

There is usually some problem  

solving component as well!  Here are 

some fabulous games that support 

literacy development: 

 

READING SPECIALISTS 
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Mrs. Arthur and Mrs. Hornberger 

 
Scrabble and Scrabble Jr. are tried and true favorites for 

word building. 

 
Upwords takes Scrabble to a new level.  Players can stack a 

new letter or two on an already played word to create a new 

word.  This has children see patterns and similarities in 

words.  

 
Pears in Pairs, Banagrams and Appleletters are all word 

games that have multiple levels of play.  They include players 

from nonreaders to fluent readers. 

 
What’s Gnu is for younger readers to recognize and create 

three letter words. 

 
Zingo Sight Words is a sight words BINGO game. 

 
Scattergories requires players to use a given first letter to 

guide creating a list of words in specific categories.  

 
Wiz Kidz is a card game that works similarly to Scattergo-

ries.  These games really reinforce to skill of getting your 

mouth ready and using what you know to think of specific 

words. 

 
Tell Tale uses pictures to guide children in creating stories. 

  

 
Rory’s Story Cubes also supports children in story structure. 

  
Apples to Apples Jr. fosters comparison and vocabulary. 



 

 

Hour of Code 
 

We live in a world surrounded 

by technology. And we know 

that whatever field our stu-

dents choose to go into as 

adults, their ability to suc-

ceed will increasingly hinge on 

understanding how technology 

works. But only a tiny fraction 

of us are learning computer 

science, and less students are 

studying it than a decade ago. 
 

That’s why our entire school 

is joining in on the largest 

learning event in history: The 

Hour of Code, during Comput-

er Science Education Week 

(Dec. 8-14). Last year, Cedar 

Lane, along with 15 million 

other students tried comput-

er science in one week. This 

year, we are again joining stu-

dents worldwide to reach 100 

million students! 
 

Our Hour of Code is a state-

ment that Cedar Lane is ready 

to teach these foundational 

21st century skills. To contin-

ue bringing programming ac-

tivities to your students, we 

want to make our Hour of 

Code event huge. Ask your 

child about it when, they 

come to computer lab the 

week  of Dec 8-14. 

This is a chance to change the 

future of education in 

Loudoun County. 
 

See http://hourofcode.com/

us for details, and help 

spread the word. 

be exposed to new bowling activities 

guaranteed to have them hot and 

sweaty! All grades will end our winter 

bowling blow out with cosmic bowling 

here at Lion’s Lanes.  Any unwanted, 

extra, or used winter lights and/or 

lawn light figures are welcome to help 

make this event a success.   
 

Friendly Sneaker Reminder:  With the 

cold winter months upon us, we would 

like to remind all families to make 

special note of your scholar’s PE 

days.  We understand boots keep stu-

dents warm and safe outside, but 

they are a potential safety hazard 

inside our gym.  Thank you in advance 

for helping us give your scholars the 

best PE experience possible starting 

with their ability to participate.  For 

more information visit http://

www.loudoun.k12.va.us/Page/134000 

The weather 

outside may get 

frightful, but 

PE is still de-

lighful! December hosts our winter 

bowling blow out.  
  

Kindergarten, first, and second 

grades will focus on mastering the 

skill of underhand rolling through 

teamwork activities and modified 

bowling.  This unit will also provide 

students an opportunity to practice 

basic math skills and sight word 

recognition. 
 

Scholars in third, fourth, and fifth 

grade will continue to use pedometers 

during the bowling blowout.  These 

older grades will be challenged to not 

only demonstrate mastery of tradi-

tional underhand rolling, but will also 
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Technology 
Mrs. Hiller 

Mrs. Lemp and Ms. Lewis 
Search  
Mrs. Gordon 

The Value of Gifted  

Education Programs  
 

In a recent Washington Post ar-

ticle about gifted education, 

many questions were raised con-

cerning the identification and 

implementation of gifted ser-

vices in the "Delmarva" metro 

area. A reply from the executive 

director of the National Associ-

ation for Gifted Children, Nancy 

Green, answers these questions 

and gives a good overview of the 

structure and value of gifted 

education. Visit http://

tinyurl.com/ml3ukxq for the 

complete article. 

http://hourofcode.com/us
http://hourofcode.com/us
http://tinyurl.com/ml3ukxq
http://tinyurl.com/ml3ukxq

